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Background

We're inviting you to participate in creating a history of Liverpool
City Region through its trees.

Back in late 2020, Open Eye Gallery and dot-art started inviting
the public to create a history of Liverpool through its trees,
using personal stories and photography.

Trees are the perfect vehicle through which to tell a story of the
region — they share its resilience, strength and its diverse and
fascinating story. In these times of global crisis, we all benefit
from taking a step back and seeing our own experiences in a
wider historical context. The city and its trees have survived
war, disease and many other hardships; this pandemic is just
the most recent.

We started by asking a broad cross section of people, from
historians to tree professionals to family members, to share
a story about a tree that was important to them. Eight of
these were selected and photographer Andy Yates was
commissioned to produce images of these important Liverpool
trees. These photographs show trees from a few years old to
over 1000 years old — so already we are starting to build a
picture of the trees that have affected us and our city region as
it was founded, has grown, thrived, declined and thrived again.
We hope the project will also encourage us to engage with and
be more aware of the trees and green spaces that enrich our
lives.

You can find more tree stories here;
treestory.me
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ACROSTICPOEM

Acrostic Tree Poem: Choose a tree for example... a sycamore or
any other tree you like and follow this template to write a poem!

In an acrostic poem, the first letter of each line spells a word. The
first word is related to the subject of the poem

For example, for the line starting with S, you could write “Sunny
sycamore”

Consider the story of the sycamore tree or any other tree you
have chosen — consider how long the tree has been here. What
has it withessed?

Now have a go at writing an acrostic poem which could help a
reader visualize your chosen tree and what this tree might mean
to the Liverpool City Region... adapt the below to another chosen
tree if needed... for example if you chose an oak instead...

S
Y
C
A
M
o
R
E




TREE MANIFESTO

Write a manifesto for our trees in the Liverpool City Region to
protect our climate future

Manifesto from times of Crisis

Wed like to move between and beyond worlds of art, so we can address
each other and a larger public.

This is a historic moment, yet people are trying to be normal
Let’s envision what we want and transform vision into action '
We will assert our right to slow down - taking time for individual and
collective wellbeing and the wellbeing of the planet
We will transform our systems of living, working, extracting,
consuming, ravaging, destroying, avoiding, denying
We will strive to ensure that everyone - as well as our environment -
is cared for and valued, and that we move towards a more equal and
just society
We want to act collectively, welcoming everyone’s strengths, skill and
perspectives
Or just...
Binge!
Consume!
Avoid!
Deny!
Extract!

30 July 2020

Look at this example manifesto created by Creative Carbon Scotland ©

Aim to write around 6-7 bullet points in your own manifesto as well!

Many of you will have heard about the different ways we can make
noise about the negative impacts of climate change, and you may
have followed the personal journeys of young activists such as Greta
Thunberg

There are many ways to get your own voice heard, one way is by
writing a manifesto. A manifesto is a written statement of the beliefs
or aims of a person or group — often a governmental party. Yet,
politicians are not the only ones who deserve to be heard — you do
too!

Write a short manifesto outlining the rights of local trees and green
spaces (for example, should they be protected from being cut
down?) and your own aims and beliefs about the climate future. A
manifesto asks the question, “What do you believe?”

In bullet point form, outline what you believe about the role of trees
in the Liverpool City Region and your climate future. Consider your
own well-being and that of future generations whilst writing your
manifesto... On blank paper form 6-7 bullet points into a manifesto
that can be shared with others!




FLASH FICTION

Flash fiction or micro-fiction is a short piece of writing that usually
lives up to its name and shows the reader a strong “flash” of a
story. Take your reader right to the centre of a scene

Select any tree in the Liverpool City Region and think about its
heritage — its location, and key events that may have happened
during the lifetime of your chosen tree such as World War Il or
even Covid-19

Trees are essential in the fight against climate change, but one
issue we have is that oftentimes people only consider the impacts
of the climate crisis on human beings and not on other species

SO, when creating a character, consider another point of view...
your character doesn’t need to be human... they could be the tree
itself, or perhaps a bird who nests there. What stories could they
tell?

In Celtic mythology, many trees hold different meanings,
research any folkloric links your tree may have. Perhaps you
could give your flash piece a folk twist if you are stuck for
ideas...

Tip: Start by jotting down ten words/images/feelings that
crop up when you think of your chosen tree, then develop
a story from there using the prompts above too...




TREE MEDITATION
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Write a simple three-line meditation connected to a Liverpool City
Region tree and an image of it:

Meditation is simply taking time to reflect on the moment. It can
help you relax and release worries by focusing on a single object
or mantra...

Try writing a meditation for others or even simp'lvy _fdf yourself!

MEDITATION EXAMPLE

Line 1: Imagine you are sitting at the foot of a sycamore tree
and its helicopter seeds fall down gently like worries falling
away from you

Line 2: Picture yourself as a small bird flying over a big city
and you come to a soft pause in your flight and rest upon the
branches of some sycamore trees. You stop and close your
eyes and soak up the peace

Line 3: Visualize the bird feeling held and secure and safe
nestled between sycamore tree branches... now it feels safe
and rested again it is free to fly away on its next adventure...




WRITING ACTIVTIES

Look at the photographs that you have taken of your favourite
tree. What are the best features - is it big, is it colourful, are the
branches bare? Using the following activities write a short story
about why it is your favourite tree.

SENSE POEM

Use your senses and fillin the spaces to write your own sense poem:

IHEAR
ITOUCH
ISMELL
I FEEL
ITASTE
ISEE

MEMORY POEM

Think about your favourite memories of this tree. Using these[
memories, spend the next 10 minutes writing a poem starting each
line with ‘l remember’.

TREE HAIKU

A Haiku is a Japanese poem of
seventeen syllables, in three lines
of five, seven, and five. Write down
a list of all the trees features and
make your own Haiku.

EXAMPLE

My favourite tree,

Your branches are long
and bare,

Leaves rest on the ground

READING YOURPHOTOS

When writing about a photograph it can be helpful to dissect the
different parts of the image by answering the following questions:
(It might be helpful to have a printed version of your image to annotate your answers on)

What name or title might you give the image”?

Write down everything you can see in this photograph.
What season is it? What kind of day is it?

What do the colours in the photograph make you think of?
Write about your feelings when you took the photograph.
How is this related to your own life?

What does it remind you of?

What is the first thing you notice”?

Who is in the picture?

What do you enjoy about this photograph?

How would you describe this photograph to a person who could
not see it?




IDENTIFY A TREE

Leaf type, shape, appearance, texture and colour are all key
characteristics when identifying trees. Using the illustrations on this
page try and find the following trees:

¥

ELM TREE | MAPLE TREE | GINKGO TREE | ASH TREE

OAK TREE YEW TREE | BEECH TREE




FAVOURITE TREE FROMFAR AWAY

Trees are vital for the planet, they provide oxygen, store carbon, Photograph the tree from far away
stablise the soil and they give life to the world's wildlife. They also
hold many personal memories to us from climbing them as a child to Can you capture the whole tree in one image”? Move back and
reminding us of our loved ones. forward until it fits into your camera screen.

Do you have a favourite tree? Where is the tree located? Photographing it from far away helps you
set the scene and capture the environment the tree is in.

Why is it your favourite tree? Is it colourful, is it an interesting shape

or do you like to climb it? Does it remind you of someone?

Photograph your favourite tree from far away, close up and a
different angle (from below or from above).




FROMCLOSEUP

Photograph the tree from close up

Are there any interesting details or features of the tree? Does the
bark have an unusual pattern, are the leaves an interesting colour or
is there moss or fungi growing from it"?

Get close to your tree and capture it's detail.

FROMBELOW ORABOVE

Photograph the tree from above or below

Can you get above or below your favourite tree”? Photograph it from
different positions and find your trees best angle.

What attracts you to the tree? Is it the leaves or long branches? Use
the sky as your background and photograph the leaves or branches
and show the contrast between the colours.




SOLARPRINTING

This type of photography involves using a specially coated papetr,
covered in a light sensitive chemical, which exposes in sunlight from
a light blue colour to a dark blue colour. This means when you place
objects onto the paper, the light cannot get to these parts creating
a negative image.

HOW TO GUIDE

1. Collect nature objects to use for your solar print. This could
be leaves, flowers, weeds etc.

2. Create and arrange a composition of the objects collected
from your nature walk and arrange on a sheet of Solar Paper.

3. Place the paper in direct sunlight for 4-5 minutes. If it's
cloudy increase time to 10-20 minutes. You will see the paper
changing colour to pale blue as it exposes.

4. Remove the objects and take the paper out of the sunlight.

5. Put the exposed sheet of paper in tap water and watch the
image appear. After a couple of minutes remove the paper
form the water and hang or lay flat to dry.




NATURE PHOTOWALK
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What is nature to you? Is it trees, open space, water or animals.

Pick a place of your own choosing that you consider to be an
example of nature.

Think about ‘Who am | in relation to nature?’” Explore subjects
such as earth, sky, animals, plants and water and consider who
you are within these spaces.

Go with whatever feels right and photograph your responses to
your surroundings.

Look through your photographs and select 5 that best capture
the space you have chosen to photograph.

SHARE YOUR STORIES

Sefton

Liverpool
CityRegion
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We would love to see and read your tree stories.

You can do this by visiting treestory.me and uploading your story
to our TreeStory map.







